Speldhurst
Parish Council

Working for the

whole communtty
J

Local Government for Langton Green, Speldhurst, Ashurst and Old Groombridge

Minutes of the Amenities and Environment Committee Meeting
held on Thursday 23" October 2025 at 7.30pm In the Council Offices, Langton Green Recreation Ground (LGRG)

MEMBERS PRESENT
Clirs Turner (Chair), Curry, Dickens, Leach, Norton, Rowe with Mrs K Dooley.

OFFICERS PRESENT
K Neve — Clerk, H Chater — Deputy Clerk (Minutes), A Dry — Parish Council Administrator.

1. Election of Chair
RESOLVED that Cllr Turner be elected Chair.

2. Election of Vice-Chair.
RESOLVED that Cllr Rowe be elected Vice-Chair.

3. To enquire if anyone present intends to film, photograph and/or record the meeting
The Clerk would be recording the meeting for the purpose of accuracy of the minutes. The recording would
be deleted once the minutes had been signed off at the next meeting.

4, To accept and approve apologies and reasons for absence
Apologies had been received from Cllrs Littlefield (prior engagement) and Ellery (illness) and Mr K Howe, Mr E
Langridge, and Ms L Pannell

5. Disclosures of Interest
There were none.

6. Declarations of Lobbying
There were none.

7. Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on 24" March 2025
RESOLVED that the minutes, previously forwarded to Members were confirmed as a correct record with one
amendment — the removal of Clir Rowe in the list of attendees, as he had sent apologies for the meeting — and
signed by the Chair.
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8.

10.

11.

12.

Public Open Session
There were no members of the public present.

Consider having separate Amenities Committee and Environment Working Groups (EWG)

Cllr Turner proposed that the committee be separated again now that the staffing team were back to a full
complement. He felt that it would encourage attendance by members of the public on the Environment
Working Group (EWG). Terms of Reference for each group were agreed, subject to one amendment to Item
6 of the EWG relating to the number of meetings held in the year to be as and when required. Both Terms of
Reference would be recommended to Full Council for approval.

Clir Curry expressed concern regarding the potential increase in workload arising from the division of the
committees and suggested that this be monitored.

Members noted the importance of public involvement in the EWG, which had experienced good attendance
when this functioned as a working group and not a committee.

It was RESOLVED that Full Council be recommended to revert to a separate Amenities Committee and
Environment Working Group and that Cllr Turner be appointed as Chair of both.

Financial Review
Councillors noted the budget report for Amenities.

Items for Expenditure 2026
The Finance and Governance Committee had requested information on items for expenditure for 2026 in
time for their budget setting meeting in November.

e Playground fencing — The Deputy Clerk reported that the annual Playground Inspection had highlighted
that the playground fence and gates needed attention. She would obtain quotes for a replacement
fence, 4ft high with 2 gates in a composite wood effect material to match materials being used to
replace the interior fence for the Nursery. EIm Fencing and Capel Groundcare had been contacted.

e Playground Matting — The Deputy Clerk would obtain a quote from the Play Inspection company on HIC
(Head Injury Criteria) testing of the playground matting as this had been highlighted in the annual
Playground Inspection Report. Jet washing option would be explored with Groundsman. It was
suggested that Speldhurst Parish Council (SPC) contact Rusthall Parish Council to better understand their
approach to adopt the playground at Southwood Road from TWBC. It was also suggested that
playground grants be investigated.

e Tree Survey and maintenance — The Deputy Clerk would obtain quotes for both a full tree survey as
conducted in 2018 and a negative tree survey to identify trees that required attention. Connick Tree
Care, NaturePlus and Quaife Woolands had all been approached. The Committee agreed that the
Negative Tree Survey seemed a better approach at this stage versus a full Tree Survey.

Environment Topics

e Update on work at Pocket Park, Speldhurst — ClIr Turner reported that Nature Plus had a plan
underway to create a flower meadow using proprietary seeds at a very discounted cost to SPC, as
agreed at the October Full Council meeting.

e Proposal for Memorial tree and plaque for Alan Ford at Pocket Park — Clir Turner proposed a memorial
tree and plaque dedicated to the late Alan Ford in recognition of the immense contribution he made in
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13.

protecting wildlife, safeguarding the local countryside and promoting biodiversity around Speldhurst
parish. RESOLVED that a slate memorial plaque and tree be purchased for a budget up to £300, wording
to be agreed by ClIr Turner.

Email from resident regarding plans for green space between 2, 6, 8 and 10 Roopers — It had previously
been agreed that SPC would maintain the hedges and the trees in the green space between 2, 6, 8 and
10 Roopers and that the residents would look after the remaining space. It was noted that the green
space was overgrown and clearance work was needed. The Deputy Clerk would ask the Groundsman to
assess if he could carry out the work or if a contractor would be needed. Once the work was completed
the residents could be asked if they were able to help maintain the space.

A further email had been received from a resident at Roopers regarding trees leaning on their fence. As
this falls under KCC'’s responsibility, the resident would be advised how to report the issue using the KCC
“Report a Fault” tool on their website.

The Green at Groombridge — A survey had been conducted to establish Old Groombridge residents’
views on the mowing of The Green. A majority would prefer the area to continue with the no mow
approach BUT many asking that this be contingent on developing a flower meadow within this area. It
was RESOLVED that mowing of the whole of Groombridge Green should be reinstated. Residents would
be notified of the results of the survey and provided with an explanation of the Pocket Park project.
Based on this, it was decided to return to mowing the Green next year, review the Pocket Park flower
meadow development In Autumn 2026 and then assess if a similar project could be considered for the
Green dependent on funding and resources.

Mrs Dooley left the meeting at 8.14pm.

Parish Council Land: Amenities Topics

Langton Green Recreation Ground (LGRG) including carparks, playgrounds and the Pavilion

Discuss next steps re ongoing flooding issue at 10 Winstone Scott Avenue — Clir Turner and the Deputy
Clerk would speak to the resident and ask SPC’s insurer what the legal cover was if required.

To consider garden proposal for Little Birches Nursey — The committee discussed the current status of
the Little Birches Nursery proposal. Clir Curry raised a fundamental issue that the proposal would mean
giving up public land for a commercial interest. The Langton Green Village Hall Trustees and Langton
Green Community Sports Association (LGCSA) had also raised questions and concerns. The Committee
therefore RESOLVED to reject the proposal based on the information available to date.

Respond to enquiry re Diwali celebration and restrictions on fireworks on the car park, children’s play
area or recreation ground — The committee RESOLVED that there should be a ban on fireworks on all
SPC land. The Clerk would amend the Policy on Use of Council Land to present to Full Council.

To consider Solar panels for the Pavilion — Clir Turner proposed that this matter be delegated to the
Pavilion Working Group. LGSA was supportive of the installation of solar panels. Clirs Curry and Dickens
emphasised the urgency of identifying ways to reduce the current unsustainable energy costs.

Review quote for tree work to be carried out round boundary of the recreation ground — Quotations
had been sought for tree work around the boundary of Langton Green Recreation Ground to allow the
contractor to carry out pitch maintenance with the tractor, as the trees were currently too low to permit
access. The committee RESOLVED to recommend to Full Council the approval of the quotation from 3
Counties Maintenance for £750 for the required works, unless lower quotations were received. As the
amount exceeded the Committee’s £500 spending limit, the quotation would be presented to Full

Council for approval.
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Consider replacement of fence and gate surrounding Langton Green playground — This was discussed
under item 11.

The Boundary at Langton Green

Update on maintenance works to the pond — The Clerk reported that she had met on site in June with a
representative of the High Weald National Landscape Partnership. Their feedback was that the pond
was in good condition, being sensitively managed for native wildlife, and required little additional work.
In relation to health and safety measures and ongoing maintenance, it was suggested that the
associated risk assessment could be reduced to low. It was agreed that this item be referred to the
Environment Working Group. Clir Turner would draft a response to the concerned resident to explain to
explain SPC's approach to the pond.

14. Items for Information

Dorset Arms — Anglers had reported potential forthcoming changes at Ashurst Weir, where it had been
proposed to divert the river due to its encroachment toward the railway embankment. This was noted
as a contentious issue: the South East Rivers Trust supported the removal of the Weir, while the
Environment Agency opposed it. No decision had yet been reached (as noted in the CEAG (Community
Environmental Advisory Group) minutes, April 2025). Councillors were asked whether they wished to
receive further information. Cllr Norton requested additional details, and it was suggested that the
Environment Working Group would continue to monitor the situation.

All Recycle Ltd — An offer of a free clothing bank had been received, with options of either a fixed
monthly rental or 25p per kilo of clothes donated. It was agreed not to progress the offer as a clothing
bank was already located in the recreation ground car park.

Date of Next Meeting — To be confirmed.

Clir Norton said that he would like to stand down from the committee after this meeting due to other
parish council commitments as Chair of the Highways Committee, Vice-Chair of the Planning Committee
and SPC nominee on the LGCSA Board; however, he would be happy to attend should there be
Groombridge specific issues in the future. The committee thanked Clir Norton for his contributions to
its work.

Cllr Curry shared that it was anticipated that the Local Government Reform creating one or more
Unitary Authorities would mean that some TWBC responsibilities, such as grass verge trimming, could
be transferred to parish councils. Clir Curry would speak with Penshurst Parish Council to find out more.

With nothing further to discuss, the meeting closed at 8.48 pm.

Chairman
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